Partial gastrectomy, at least in Western Europe, is considered to predispose to gastric carcinoma. 1 2 Reports in the USA are less convincing,34 suggesting that the risk of stump carcinoma is an European problem. This report describes the mortality from gastric cancer in an Amsterdam cohort of 2633 postgastrectomy patients, some followed as long as 45 years, in comparison with the general population. We have reported previously on the same cohort,"6 but a final risk assessment was not carried out. Received for publication 4 Table 2 summarises the surgical procedure and the type of peptic ulcer for which the operation was carried out, for the total cohort, and the gastric stump cancer cases.
Discussion
Our estimate is conservative. In 133 patients the cause of death was unknown and they were considered in this analysis to have died from causes other than stomach cancer. This will only tend to diminish the observed to expected ratio. The present cohort analysis therefore confirms the findings of two recently published reports in the Lancet. 12 Postgastrectomy patients are at increased risk of gastric stump carcinoma. The incidence of malignancy in the operated stomach appears clearly related to the postoperative interval. Stalsberg et al already suggested that the increase in incidence only occurs after an interval of 15 years or more, before then the incidence is even decreased.' As recently discussed," this long cancer free interval may explain 
